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The preceding chart lists known deaths 
of the 3rd and 4th Stryker Brigades dur-
ing their most recent deployments, to the 
extent documented by the US Dept. of 
Defense. The 3rd Stryker Brigade is cur-
rently serving its second tour in Iraq. Its 
Stryker vehicles and related equipment 
were shipped from the Port of Olympia in 
late May 2006, a month before the actual 
soldiers were sent to the Middle East. The 
original mission of the 3rd Brigade was to 
secure “enduring” (a.k.a. permanent) mili-
tary bases in Mosul. However, upon arrival, 
almost half of the brigade was routed to 
Baghdad. The Mosul contingent eventually 
rejoined the Baghdad contingent in Dec. 
2006. The 3rd Brigade was also supposed to 
replace the 172nd Stryker Brigade. However, 
the 172nd Brigade’s tour was extended by 
four months.

The 4th Stryker Brigade entered Iraq in 
the beginning of May 2007. Its Stryker ve-
hicles were shipped out of the Port of Taco-
ma in March 2007. The 4th Stryker Brigade 
was originally supposed to replace the 3rd 
Stryker Brigade. However, the 3rd Brigade’s 
tour was extended for three months. The 
4th Brigade was also deployed two months 
earlier than originally planned, as part of 
the troop “surge.” In order to meet this 
schedule, the 4th Brigade had to forgo fi-
nal desert training at the National Training 
Center in California.

The 4th Brigade entered Iraq during the 
deadliest month for US troops since Nov. 
2004. In its first month, the 4th Brigade lost 
as many soldiers as the 3rd Brigade lost in 
its first four months. As with the 3rd Bri-
gade, the 4th Brigade’s tour has been ex-

tended from one year to 15 months.
This chart does not list non-fatal casual-

ties sustained by the two brigades, which 
would be considerably higher. Comparable 
information on the greater number of Iraqi 
casualties do not exist because, as we’re 
told, the US doesn’t do body counts — and 
they’re all named “Hajji,” anyway.

Unlike the Iraqi dead, considerable infor-
mation about the lives and aspirations of 
these soldiers can be found on the internet. 
For instance, Anthony Bradshaw’s MySpace 
page carried the boastful slogan, “Given 
Life to Take Life!” Casey Mellen’s MySpace 
page indicated his hatred for George Bush, 
the US Army, and Iraq, which he described 
as “the biggest shit hole in the whole en-
tire world.” Mellen’s page included a count-
down clock that indicated how much time 
he had before he could leave the Army.

One particularly poignant comment 
comes from Staff Sgt. Darrell Griffin, a self-
styled philosopher who wrote the following 
passage, not long before he was killed by 
a sniper:

“My heart finally broke for the Iraqi people. 
I wanted to just sit down and cry while say-
ing I’m so, so sorry for what we had done. I 
had the acute sense that we had failed these 
people. It was at this time, and after an en-
tire year of being deployed and well into the 
next deployment that I realized something. 
We burst into homes, frighten the hell out of 
families, and destroy their homes looking for 
an elusive enemy. We do this out of fear of the 
unseen and attempt to compensate for our 
inability to capture insurgents by swatting 
mosquitoes with a sledge-hammer in glass 
houses.”

Stryker Brigade fatalities: the consequences of militarization of our ports
date name	                      age rank home town location cause of death unit

08.20.06 Gabriel G. DeRoo 25 SGT Paw Paw, MI Mosul small arms fire 2/3 Inf
08.27.06 Kenneth M. Cross 21 SPC Superior, WI Baghdad IED/small arms fire 1/23 Inf
08.27.06 Daniel G. Dolan 19 PFC Roy, UT Baghdad IED/small arms fire 1/23 Inf
09.03.06 Richard J. Henkes II 32 SFC Portland, OR Mosul IED 2/3 Inf
09.25.06 Casey L. Mellen 21 CPL Huachuca City, AZ Mosul small arms fire 5/20 Inf
09.30.06 Robert F. Weber 22 SPC Western Hills, OH Mosul vehicle rollover 1/37 FA
10.07.06 Carl W. Johnson II 21 CPL Philadelphia, PA Mosul IED 2/3 Inf
11.06.06 Lucas T. White 28 SGT Moses Lake, WA Baghdad IED/small arms fire 1/23 Inf
11.14.06 Justin R. Garcia 26 SPC Elmhurst, NY Baghdad IED 1/23 Inf
11.21.06 Henry K. Kahalewai 43 SSG Hilo, HI Baghdad IED 1/14 Cav
12.03.06 Billy B. Farris 20 CPL Bapchule, AZ Taji IED 5/20 Inf
01.04.07 Charles D. Allen 28 SSG Wasilla, AK Baghdad IED 296th BSB
01.24.07 Hector Leija 27 SSG Houston, TX Baghdad small arms fire 1/23 Inf
03.14.07 Brian L. Chevalier 21 CPL Athens, GA Mufrek IED 5/20 Inf
03.15.07 Freeman L. Gardner 26 SGT Little Rock, AR Baghdad IED 18th Eng
03.21.07 Darrell R. Griffin 36 SSG Alhambra, CA Sadr City small arms fire 2/3 Inf
04.07.07 Jesse L. Williams 25 SSG Santa Rosa, CA Baqubah small arms fire 5/20 Inf
04.18.07 Wade J. Oglesby 27 CPL Grand Junction, CO Taji IED 1/37 FA
04.18.07 Michael M. Rojas 21 CPL Fresno, CA Taji IED 1/37 FA
05.06.07 Matthew L. Alexander 21 CPL Gretna, NE Baqubah IED 5/20 Inf
05.06.07 Anthony M. Bradshaw 21 CPL San Antonio, TX Baqubah IED 5/20 Inf
05.06.07 Jason R. Harkins 25 SGT Clarkesville, GA Baqubah IED 5/20 Inf
05.06.07 Joel W. Lewis 28 SGT Sandia Park, NM Baqubah IED 5/20 Inf
05.06.07 Michael A. Pursel 19 CPL Clinton, UT Baqubah IED 5/20 Inf
05.06.07 Vincenzo Romeo 23 SSG Lodi, NJ Baqubah IED 5/20 Inf
05.10.07 Jason W. Vaughn 29 SGT Iuka, MS Baqubah IED 5/20 Inf
05.24.07 Iosiwo Uruo 27 SGT Agana Heights, Guam Buhriz small arms fire 1/14 Cav
05.26.07 Charles B. Hester 23 PFC Cataldo, ID Baghdad IED 2/3 Inf
05.31.07 Chadrick O. Domino 23 SGT Ennis, TX Baghdad small arms fire 1/23 Inf
06.02.07 Romel Catalan 21 SPC Los Angeles, CA Ameriyah IED 1/23 Inf
06.03.07 James C. Akin 23 SGT Albuquerque, NM Thania IED 1/37 FA
06.03.07 Greg P. Gagarin 38 SSG Los Angeles, CA Thania IED 1/37 FA
06.03.07 Tyler J. Kritz 21 SGT Eagle River, WI Thania IED 1/37 FA
06.03.07 Robert A. Surber 24 SGT Inverness, FL Thania IED 1/37 FA
06.05.07 Andrew J. Higgins 28 SGT Hayward, CA Baqubah small arms fire 5/20 Inf
06.09.07 Scott Alan Miller 20 PVT Casper, WY Baqubah small arms fire 5/20 Inf
06.10.07 Brian M. Long 32 SSG Burns, WY Baghdad explosive ordnance 2/3 Inf

05.10.07 Anthony J. Sausto 22 PVT Lake Havasu City, AZ Baghdad small arms fire 1/38 Inf
05.17.07 Aaron D. Gautier 19 PFC Hampton, VA Baghdad IED/small arms fire 2/23 Inf
05.17.07 Jonathan V. Hamm 20 PFC Baltimore, MD Baghdad indirect enemy fire 2/23 Inf
05.22.07 Kristopher A. Higdon 25 SSG Odessa, TX Taji IED 4/9 Inf
05.22.07 David C. Kuehl 27 SSG Wahpeton, ND Taji IED 4/9 Inf
05.22.07 Robert A. Worthington 19 PFC Jackson, GA Taji IED 4/9 Inf
05.25.07 Mathew P. LaForest 21 SPC Austin, TX Taji small arms fire 4/9 Inf
05.28.07 Thomas M. McFall 36 SSG Glendora, CA Baghdad IED 1/38 Inf
05.28.07 Junior C. Sanchez 20 PFC Miami, FL Baghdad IED 1/38 Inf
06.02.07 William J. Crouch 21 SPC Zachary, LA Al Hadid IED 2/1 Cav
06.09.07 Cory M. Endlich 23 SGT Massillon, OH Taji small arms fire 2/1 Cav
06.16.07 Zachary A. Grass 22 SPC Beach City, OH Rashidiyah IED 2/12 FA
06.16.07 Danny R. Soto 24 SGT Houston, TX Rashidiyah IED 2/12 FA
06.23.07 Joel A. Dahl 21 SGT Los Lunas, NM Baghdad small arms fire 2/23 Inf

3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division — via Port of Olympia, May 2006:

4th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division — via Port of Tacoma, March 2007:

by Daisy Ouye

The purpose of a free press should be to cre-
ate a well-informed public. Today so-called 

“mainstream” journalism has become far 
removed from that concept. Instead these 
publications often choose to print sensa-
tionally written stories that greedily grab 
attention however possible, pushing them 
into tabloid territory.

Local citizens saw an example of this tac-
tic twice this month as the Daily ”O” further 
distanced itself from a responsibility to 
the public. Recent coverage of a Lacey City 
Official who died by suicide was handled 
without consideration of the impact such 
coverage could have on the community. 
Studies have shown that reporting on sui-
cide rates, advancements in treatment, and 
even a report covering an individual death 
can decrease suicide rates, if done properly. 
However, it must be done carefully or the 
results can be the opposite.

The Olympian printed an article, with an 
obvious lack of knowledge of recommended 
guidelines made available to journalists 
by suicide prevention experts. They broke 
almost every rule of reporting on this sen-
sitive issue.

Research has proven that this kind of 
mishandling can cause what behavioral 
scientists refer to as contagion. Conta-
gion occurs when someone who is already 
vulnerable or at high risk is influenced to 
imitate a story of death by suicide in the 
news. When a person at risk identifies with 
the individual in the story easily because 
the coverage is romanticized, idealized or 
just too detailed, suicide rates can increase. 
Careful consideration must be taken not to 
inadvertently encourage imitation in those 
already at high risk.

The use of the word “suicide” should be 
avoided in headlines, and placing an arti-
cle about an individual death by suicide at 
the top of the front page is a reckless move. 
Contagion can be caused by reporting that 
is too dramatic or too detailed. The Olym-
pian’s article depicted a play-by-play style 
report that was dramatic, attention-grab-
bing and completely inappropriate. Using 
language that seems to “criminalize” death 
by suicide can increase the stigma of shame 
unfairly felt by those already vulnerable, 
discouraging them from seeking help.

The Olympian’s headline noted that peo-
ple in the area were “stunned,” but offered 
no information of value that might help 
them cope and understand this subject that 
is seemingly taboo in the US. The way the 
Daily “O” presented this story left the reader 
with a sense of this death being somewhat 
inexplicable, perpetuating the idea that 
death by suicide is unpreventable.

In a clear display of ignorance to sensi-
tivity in regards to covering this story, the 
article ended with a reference to a man ac-
cused of a sexual offense earlier this year. 
The only connection between them was that 
they both worked for the city. The criminal-
izing effect this had was evident in the “O”’s 
comments section for the article.

The Olympian printed a second article 
about a week later that, again, put the word 

“suicide” in the headline at the top of the 
front page. Again, this was in reference to 
an individual death, but the article referred 
to a member of the group of Americans 
most at risk: war veterans. 

The Daily “O”’s article was about Madi-
gan Army Medical Center’s refusal to make 
facilities safer, despite this individual’s 
death. Writing such an article provides an 
opportunity to raise awareness on this im-

portant subject.
A recent study, conducted by Portland 

State University and published by the Jour-
nal of Epidemiology and Community Health, 
revealed that suicide rates are twice as high 
for war veterans as they are for civilians. 
The study looked at 300,000 men who have 
become vets since WWII. Those found to be 
at highest risk have endured disability, psy-
chological or emotional trauma. By includ-
ing this kind of information, a journalist 
can empower the community with useful 
information. 

Recent legislation, The Joshua Omvig 
Veteran Suicide Prevention Act, recogniz-
es death by suicide as a serious problem 
among those suffering post traumatic 
stress disorder (ptsd), common in today’s 
returning vets and made newly raw for vets 
of earlier wars. The Olympian didn’t discuss 
it in their article, though. 

Tom Harkin (d–ia) is sponsoring new 
legislation that recognizes suicide as a se-
rious problem among those suffering post 
traumatic stress disorder. Unanimously 
approved by the House, the Joshua Om-
vig Veteran Suicide Prevention Act seeks 
to implement a comprehensive program 
aimed at reducing suicide in vets returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan. Gaining Senate 
sponsorship and likely to pass, it would be-
gin the research and training necessary to 
also put into effect appropriate treatment 
programs, including alcohol and substance 
abuse treatment, 24-hour care, and a toll-
free hotline. It would educate families 
about warning signs and increase aware-
ness about suicide and suicide prevention 
in veteran communities.

The aclu stated that in 2005, 83 soldiers 
died by suicide in Iraq and another 22 such 
deaths were tracked that year upon return 

home.
Still, the US government reports an of-

ficial total number of 122 suicide deaths 
since the war began. This seemingly low 
number diminishes how serious the prob-
lem truly is.

One soldier, Evan Knappenberger doesn’t 
think that number could be right, with 15 
suicides deaths in his unit alone. That was 
in Iraq. Evan says he doesn’t know if there 
have been any more since they got back, but 
he said those deaths aren’t included in of-
ficial US military death tolls, because sui-
cides are not considered war casualties.

The Veteran Suicide Prevention Act is 
long overdue. While this new program will 
target the treatment of growing numbers of 
returning vets, it does not address veterans 
of other wars.

As the new study states, veterans from 
all wars are at risk. Today, Vietnam Vets 
especially, are recognizing similarities to 
experiences and circumstances they’ve en-
dured in Vietnam, in present-day Iraq. This 
can make memories newly raw for many 
veterans already in this high risk group.

As this legislation seeks to raise aware-
ness, there is a media in place that fails to 
do so. Dramatic reporting may sell papers, 
but informed, responsible investigative 
journalism can save lives.

For more info about suicide prevention: 
Youth Suicide Prevention Program, Suicide 
Prevention Action Network USA, National 
Suicide Prevention Hotline. For immediate 
help, call 1 800-273-talk .

Daisy Ouye is an independent journalist. 
Born in Michigan, she has been an Olympia 
resident for 16 years.

the olympian’s handling of topic: potentially harmful 

Right: Army-provided photo of the 3rd Stryker Brigade, whose vehicles, such as the one 
pictured here, shipped out of the Port of Olympia on May 31, 2006. The government-
supplied caption reads: “US Army soldiers secure an area in Mansour, Iraq, March 20, 
2007, while tracking down negative influence in the region in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.” Photo by Spc. Elisha Dawkins, Joint Combat Camera Center.




